Copper-induced acute rhabdomyolysis in Wilson's disease.
Wilson's disease is a lethal defect in copper metabolism causing a continual increase in tissue copper concentrations that become toxic to the liver, brain, kidney, eye, skeletal system, and several other tissues and organs. The liver is unique among these in being both the site of the etiologic biochemical abnormality and the organ that is always affected by copper toxicosis. Although myocardial muscle involvement has been reported in association with Wilson's disease, copper deposits in peripheral muscle tissue have not yet been described. A case of a young patient with Wilson's disease who developed recurrent episodes of acute rhabdomyolysis is presented, and the accumulation of copper in muscle tissue as a possible complication is discussed.